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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  August 30, 2011 

City:  Sarasota 

Location:  Harry Sudakoff Conference Center at New College 

Time:  6:00pm-9:00pm 

Number of Speakers:  85 out of 106 

Total Attendance:  332 

 

The public hearing in Sarasota took place in the Harry Sudakoff Conference Center at New 

College (5845 General Dougher Place, Sarasota, FL 34243). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions 

to the hearing and parking instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted signs outside 

the building and the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and 

display district building software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in The St. Petersburg Times, Tampa Tribune, Sarasota Herald-

Tribune, Bradenton Herald, Naples Daily News, and Ft. Myers News-Press on Sunday, August 28. Each 

chamber’s website published the public notice, and social media websites invited the public to the 

hearing as well.  Senate staff sent invitations to more than 45 school board officials, over 70 county 

commissioners, administrators, and personnel under local supervisors of elections.  Over 270 city-level 

elected officials in Southwest Florida and more than 220 public interest group leaders received 

invitations encouraging leaders and the groups they represent to attend the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 7 senators and 25 representatives present at the hearing chaired by Senator Gaetz. Of 

the 332 people who filled out attendance cards 106 indicated they wanted to speak at the hearing. At the 

time of adjournment 21 speakers remained. Senator Gaetz invited those speakers to supplement the 

record with their written comments or to submit comments via email. 
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Submission from Sylvia Cwirko 
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Submission from Charles H. Dudley 
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Submission from John Eddins 
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Submission from Fred Falkner 
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Submission from Stephen Garrett 
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Submission from Virginia Hitchcock 
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Submission from Brian Hubbard 
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Submission from Eric Jones 
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Submission from Emmalou H. Kirchmeier 
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Submission from Kumar Mahadevan 
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Submission from David Matthews 
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Submission from Carolyn Montgomery 
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Submission from Les Pistick 
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Submission from Jane Plitt 
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Submission from Frances Rice 
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Submission from Norma Schatz 
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Submission from Peggy Simone 
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Submission from Paul A. Stamoulis 
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Submission from Jean Steiger 
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Submission from Geraldine Swormstedt 
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Submission from Karen Wehner 
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Submission from Glenda Wright 
 

Ms. Wright’s submission contained an article written by Dan Miller and published in the Sarasota 

Herald-Tribune:  http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20110603/COLUMNIST/110609902 

 

 

http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20110603/COLUMNIST/110609902
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Submission from Mitchell Zavon 
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Petitions Submitted 
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Handouts 
 

 
 

 

http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/Redistricting2012_brochure.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/Redistricting2012_brochure.pdf
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/DrawAndSubmit_YourOwnDistricts.pdf
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Displays Prepared by Florida Senate 

 

http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/SWFL_Congress_42x62P.pdf
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/SWFL_Senate_42x62P.pdf


Sarasota (August 30, 2011)  Page 41 

http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/SWFL_Senate_42x62P.pdf
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/SWFL_Deviations_42x62L.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/Deviations_42x62L.pdf

